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The first steps toward establish- -
ing a pedestrian overlay zone on -

Los Feliz and Glendale boule-
vards were taken last week at a
meeting of the Atwater Village
Chamber of Commerce as men-
bers heard a proposed ordinance
to make the neighborhood more
foot-traffic friendly.

A steering committee meeting
since early April presented the
chamber with a sample ordinance
to create the POD. Staking out
stretches of Glendale Boulevard
between Leclede Avenue and the
Los Angeles River on the south
side and Seneca Avenue and the
river on the north side, and Los
Feliz between Seneca and the
river on the south side and Perlita
and the river on the north side,
the proposed ordinance laid out
specific things the steering com-
mittee would like to see — and
not like to see — in the village.

“This is the beginning of a long
series of steps to make sure Atwa-
ter Village is not just a gateway to
Glendale and Los Angeles,” said
Chamber Executive Director
Michael Cathey.

~ Atwater
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Speth, who assisted the steering
committee in drafting the ordi-
nance. Developers who wished to
side step the POD could apply for
a variance with the Planning De-
partment.

Street parking, considered cru-
cial to the success of a POD, is not
addressed in the proposed ordi-
nance. Proponents have suggested
lining the south side of Glendale
with diagonal spaces and petitions
are already circulating asking that
the Department of Transportation
remove the parking meters from
that street, but it will require more-
than a proposed ordinance to ac-
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Westwood/Pico Neighborhood
Overlay District, the only operat-
ing POD in the city.

To enhance the village’s unique
personality and make its commer-
cial streets more attractive to win-
dow shoppers, the ordinance regu-
lates the look of any new building
by requiring owners to spruce up
their facades with planters, mu-
rals, mosaics and other decora-
tions.

It also sets sign standards, pro-
hibiting flashing signs, billboards
or tall pole signs aimed at mo-
torists. To avoid “visual clutter,”
the ordinance would also outlaw
sandwich signs and banners left
waving more than 30 days.

These proposed rules are not
meant to be punitive, said Cathey,
but a way to preserve Atwater’s
small town feel. - .

“We want to have signs for the
businesses, but we don’t want to
be inundated with signs,” he ex-
plained. “We don’t want to look
tike Sunset Boulevard.

complish this.

- It will take city studies. “We’re
going to have studies all over the
place,” said Cathey.

Gerald Gubatan, aide to 13th
District City Councilwoman Jack-
ie Goldberg, met with representa-
tives of the DOT, Planning, Bu-
reau of Street Lighting and Bu-
reau of Engineering informally
last week to discuss what studies
would be necessary to help create
the kind of POD envisioned by
the steering committee.

“The city departments would
like to know the existing condi-
tions in order to recommend what
are the viable options available,”
said Gubatan. “The first step is to
understand and describe the exist-
ing conditions — it’s really like a
fact-gathering stage.”

The chamber will also be look-

- . Neil Malmburg, chairman of:
. the chamber’s POD steering com- -
mittee, presented the ordinance,
- which he explained was based on -
the ordinance that created the .

The ordinances also ask that
builders stay close to street-life by
requiring that storefronts stay
within five feet of the lot line —
‘unless that extra space is a court-.
yard, outdoor dining area or some
other pedestrian-friendly use.

Surface parking on pedestrian-
oriented streets should be
screened by low walls and separat-
ed by landscaping. Landscaping
would also be required for park-
ing lots with up to 19 spaces. The
ficus trees that many property
owners have complained tear up
their sidewalks will not be re-
quired, but trumpet and ornamen-
tal plum trees will be encouraged.

Almost as long as the steering
committee’s “to-do” list is the
“don’t” list. Among the 33 types
of business that would be barred
from moving onto these blocks of
Glendale and Los Feliz are bowl-
ing alleys, fortune tellers, pawn-
shops and tattoo parlors. Those
businesses that appear on the list’
but already exist in the area would
be exempt.

“As soon as a new develop-
ment goes in, this goes into ef-
fect,” explained city planner Terry -
See “Afwater” on page 3
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ing for input from property own-
ers. This week, chamber members.
will begin distributing copies gf
the ordinance to area shopkeeﬁr
ers. A general meeting will be
held in the near future to discuss
the proposed POD at length.
“This is not written in stong,
This is something that we as’h
community are trying to put to-
gether,” said Cathey. “We want:
everyone to be in on this.” N
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